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Our extraordinary mild winter and cool spring this year resulted in negligible winter damage and zero frost
damage in the vineyard. Although we pruned hard this spring, a large number of clusters are developing.
All varieties appear to be progressing normally. We will be expecting a record crop this year and a major
challenge will be controlling the crop size through irrigation for maximum fruit quality.

The above average spring rains during mild temperature may make powdery mildew control a necessity this
year. The RMVV (Association of Rocky Mountain Vintner’s and Viticulturists) weather stations operated

by OMRC (Orchard Mesa Research Center) signaled a warning of a possible primary infection in the
Palisade area. Surprisingly, a warning was not signaled for the Orchard Mesa area due to a lack of duration
of leaf wetness. Nevertheless, we have applied the first fungicide spray to the vineyard and will be diligent
in controlling powdery mildew this year. It will be interesting to see how the infection develops this year

after several summers without any

significant disease pressure.

The irrigation water situation
appears to be much improved ove
last year. Snowpack levels in the
Colorado River basin are near
normal for this time of year and
far greater than last year.

The standard canopy management

plan remains largely unchanged
from last year. All varieties will
be trained and shoot positioned in
Smart-Dyson trellis systems. No
leaf removal, shoot thinning,
cluster thinning or hedging is
currently planned. Merlot will
probably require catch wire clips
(shoot tying was done in 2002).
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Merlot Budbreak / Winter Barley Cover Crop
5/16/03

Cover crop experiments are

continuing. Due to the success of the spring oats trial in 2002, most of the acreage is covered by oats in
2003, with the addition of trials of medium red and yellow blossom clovers. The 2002-2003 Merlot winter
barley trial continues and appears to have successfully established and produced a large amount of organic
matter that ultimately will be turned into the soil.

Other planned 2003 and continuing 2002 trials include the use of low risk fungicides and insecticides
(Stylet Oil, Provado, Sovran, Flint) and irrigation management (middle row watering, PRD (partial rootzone

drying)).



